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PUERTO RICAN PEDIATRICIANS CELEBRATE IMPORTANT XV CONGRESS FOR
THE FIRST TIME EVER ON THE ISLAND

San Juan, November 5, 2009 --- Ana Maria Viscasillas, president and CEO, Puerto
Rico Convention Bureau, announced the celebration of the XV Congress of the
Asociacion Latinoamericana de Pediatria (ALAPE), meeting for the first time ever in
Puerto Rico from November 15 through 20 under the theme Children, Present and
Future of the World.

‘We feel honored to have worked hand-in-hand with the Sociedad Puertorriquefia
de Pediatria, gaining the bid for this Congress six years ago and aggressively promoting
the prestigious ALAPE XV Congress with the participation of so many pediatric doctors
who will be sharing their knowledge and contributing to our Island’s medical
development as well as to our economic development,” stated Ana Maria Viscasillas.
“‘Because of its size and prestige, this Congress positions us as the true bridge of the
Americas, promoting an important medical exchange. We trust that this will be one of the
many medical congresses that we can win for Puerto Rico,” concluded Viscasillas.

ALAPE is an elite association that brings together pediatric specialists from Latin
regions, as well as Spain, Portugal and Italy and gathers every three years in different
countries of the American Continent. Puerto Rico is honored this year as the destination

host of this prestigious Congress, that brings to the Island over 140 medical
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lecturers representing a highly beneficial educational diversity for the participating
delegates. They will be presenting topics such as: Attention Deficit Disorder with
Hyper-activity; New challenges in asthma treatment and preventive care; AH1N1
influenza and its impact in Puerto Rico; Fetal intrauterine surgery; and Advanced
pediatric neuroimaging.

With representation from 140 delegates in promotional campaign, Puerto Rico
gained the ALAPE bid during the celebration of the 2003 Congress in Panama. This
event is known as a citywide as they are using seven contracted hotels with the
participation of 2,000 delegates, representing 5,000 room nights for a potential economic
impact of $3.1 million during the days of the Congress. Foremost, there will be important
companies during the exhibition including laboratories and pharmaceutical companies
which have significantly increased their participation because Puerto Rico is the
Congress host.

“ALAPE 2009 in Puerto Rico has an extensive and thorough medical program that
extensively covers the pro-active pediatric care of our children,” said Dr. Nilda Freyre,
president, Alape 2009 Organizing Committee. “Precisely, during the Congress we will
be signing a Declaration Pledge for the Boys and Girls Rights that will be known, from
that moment on, as the Puerto Rico Treaty, through which ALAPE ratifies their
commitment to work so that the rights of our Latin American children and teenagers are

guaranteed,” concluded Dr. Freyre.

During the ALAPE Congress the signing of the International Convention of the
Children’s Rights will celebrate its 20" anniversary, during which a Commitment
Declaration for the Boys and Girls Rights will be signed on November 20™. Once said
treaty is signed in Puerto Rico, it will be known as The Puerto Rico Treaty. ALAPE
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ratifies its commitment to work so that the rights of each Latin American boy, girl and
teenager are completely guaranteed. They also call the Continent’s pediatricians to work
so that this initiative becomes a reality as soon as possible. Furthermore, ALAPE
commits itself to work in order to obtain the effective guarantee for the rights of all Latin
American children.

The ALAPE Congress represents an exchange of medical knowledge in the
region, and having Puerto Rico as the destination host offers Island pediatricians the
opportunity to benefit from this exchange of ideas. In addition, the Island will serve as
the bridge for the development of future opportunities between the United States and
Latin America and the attendance of lecturers from various countries and renowned
medical associations such as the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Nefrology
Pediatric Association, among others, could mean potential congresses hosting their
events in Puerto Rico in the near future. The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau and the
Puerto Rican Society of Pediatricians will continue their joint efforts to bring more
medical groups to the Island.
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Ediitor’s Note:

The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau (PRCB) is a non-profit organization established in 1962 to drive meetings, conventions, trade

shows and incentive groups to Puerto Rico. With offices in San Juan, Chicago, New York, Miami, and Washington DC, the
Bureaust rengt hens Puerto Rico’s competitive position in the
outstanding meeting facilities and services, and produces approximately $126 million to the local economy. The Bureau can be

reached electronically through the Internet at info@meetpuertorico.com or at its website www.meetpuertorico.com. The PRCB

is the official marketing and sales agent for the new Puerto Rico Convention Center (PRCC) opened November 2005. For more
information on the new Convention Center visit www.prconvention.com. The Puerto Rico Convention Bureau is the only Bureau

to have certification by both Lloyds Registered Quality Assurance through the BestCities Global Alliance and accreditation by the
Destination Marketing Association International (DMAI) as an elite destination marketing organization. The Puerto Rico
Convention Bureau, representing the capital city of San Juan, is a proud member of Best Cities Global Alliance, the first
convention bureau alliance that represents the highest standards of service in the meetings and convention industry. For more
information, visit www.bestcities.net. DMAI is the world’' s | argest association
management organizations in more than 25 countries.
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